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UNITED STATES of America,
Plaintitf,
V.

Tlhie BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMISSION-
ERS OF the CITY OF INDIANAPO-
LIS, INDIANA, et al., Defendants.
No. IP 63-C-225.

United States District Court,
S. D. Indiana,
Indianapolis Division.
Aug. 18, 1971.

School desegregation action brought
by United Statés against common school
corporation which controlled area of
former city that had been consolidated
with county into metropolitan govern-
ment under statute which expressly pro-
vided that no school corporation should
be affected. The District Court, Dillin,
J.. held that where it appeared that com-
mon school corporation was confined to
area in central part of consolidated city,
United States would be ordered to
prepare and file appropriate proceedings
to secure joinder of other municipal cor-
porations and school corporations in
county and state’s Attorney General so
that it could be determined whether the
statute providing for consolidated
wovernment, but excluding school dis-
tricts, was unconstitutional as tending to
cause segregation or inhibit deseg-
regation.

Accordingly.

1. Schools and School Districts <13

All states have duty to desegregate
bublic schools as were practicing de jure
segregation of pupils as of May 17, 1954.

2. Schools and School Districts <13

In school desegregation action by
United States, government had burden of
proving that defendant school board had
deliberate policy of segregating minority
students from majority students in its
schools on date of the first Brown deci-
sion in which United States Supreme
Court held that segregation of children
In public schools on basis of race is un-

constitutional and government had
burden of proving that defendant had not
changed its policy on date suit was in-
stituted so as to eliminate de jure seg-
regation. U.S.C.A.Const. Amend. 14.

8. Schools and School Districts &13

Conditions in public schools with re-
spect to desegregation as of date of trial
of government’s desegregation case are
not controlling, in view of fact that com-
plaints and proof must relate to condi-
tions as of date of filing and voluntary
compliance in advance of trial would not
deprive court of jurisdiction to -insure
continuation of such compliance by ap-
propriate orders. U.S.C.A.Const. Amend.
14,

4. Schools and School Districts €11

Ultimate responsibility for public
schools in Indiana and duty to provide
general and uniform system of common
schools is upon the state and not the local
boards. Const.Ind. art. 8, § 1.

8. Courts €282.2(11), 284

Pursuant to Fourteenth Amendment
and Civil Rights Act of 1964, federal dis-
trict court had jurisdiction to hear and
decide all issues concerning alleged racial
discrimination in public school system,
including defendant school board’s poli-
cies with respect to assignment and
transfer of students, allocation of faculty
and staff, location and construction of
schools, transportation of students, and
general educational structure and
process. 28 U.S.C.A. § 1345; Civil
Rights Act of 1964, § 407(a, b), 42 U.S.
C.A. § 2000c-6(a, b); U.S.C.A.Const.
Amend. 14.

6. Schools and School Districts €13
Where school board on date of Su-
preme Court decision requiring deseg-
regation of public schools, on date deseg-
regation action was brought by govern-
ment and as of date of trial was operat-
ing a system in which segregation was
imposed and enforced by operation of
law, school board was clearly charged
with affirmative duty to take whatever
steps might be necessary to convert to a
unitary system in which racial discrimi-
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nation would be eliminated. 28 U.S.C.A.
§ 1345; U.S.C.A.Const. Amend. 14.

7. Schools and School Districts 13

All provisions of federal, state or
local law requiring or permitting racial
discrimination in public education must
vield to principle that such discrimina-
tion is unconstitutional. U.S.C.A.Const.

Amend. 14,

8. Schools and School Districts €13

Federal district court in school de-
segregation case had continuing jurisdic-
tion to make and enforce such decrees in
equity as were necessary to convert dual
school system to unitary system. 28 U.S.
C.A. § 1345; Civil Rights Act of 1964,
§ 407, 42 U.S.C.A. § 2000c-6.

9. Courts €262
Once a right and a violation have

been shown, scope of district court’s
equitable powers to remedy past wrongs
is broad, for breadth and flexibility are
inherent in equitable remedies.

10. States 84 :
State has power to abolish, consoli-

date, eliminate or create new govern-
mental corporations.

11. Schools and School Districts 18

In school desegregation case brought
by United States, wherein it appeared
that city was consolidated into metropoli-
tan government under statute which ex-
pressly provided that no school corpora-
tion should be affected, so that common
school corporation of former city was
confined to area in central part of con-
solidated city, United States would be
ordered to prepare and file appropriate
proceedings to secure joinder of other
municipal corporations and school corpo-
rations in county and state’s Attorney
General so that it could be determined
whether the statute providing for con-
solidated government but excluding school
districts was unconstitutional as tending
to cause segregation or inhibit deseg-
regation. Civil Rights Act of 1964, §
407(a, b), 42 U.S.C.A. § 2000c-6(a, b);
U.S.C.A.Const. Amend. 14.
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John D. Leshy, Civil Rights Division,
Office of Attorney General, Department
of Justice, Washington, D. C., Stanley B.
Miller, U. S. Atty., Indianapolis, Ind., for
plaintiff,

G. R. Redding, Stephen W. Terry, Jr.,
E. C. Ulen, Jr., Baker & Daniels, Indi-
anapolis, Ind., for defendants.

Harold E. Hutson, Indianapolis, Ind,
amicus curiae,

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

DILLIN, District Judge.

This action, filed May 31, 1968, was
tried by the Court on July 12-21, 1971.
The Court has considered the voluminous
testimony, the more than 200 exhibits,
the post-trial briefs, has taken judicial
notice of certain historical facts believed
to be matters of common knowledge, and
now files its findings of fact and con-
clusions of law in the form of this mem-
orandum. Rule 52(a), Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure.

I. GENERAL

This is a school desegregation action
brought by the United States pursuant
to Section 407(a) and (b) of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2000c—__

6(a) and (b). The defendants are
The Board of School Commissioners
of Indianapolis, Indiana (hereinafter
“School Board” or “Board’”), the mem-
bers of the Board, and its appointed
Superintendent of Schools. _ _
The defendant School Board is a com-
mon school corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the State of
Indiana. It is situated within Marion
County, Indiana, and governs, manages,
and controls all of the public elementary
and high schools within a geographical
area known as the School City of Indi-
anapolis (hereinafter “School City”), all
as required by Indiana law. The shape
of the School City resembles that of a
trussed fowl, with its head to the north,
its bound feet to the south, and its flap-
ping wings extending east and west. The
east-west wingspread, at its greatest, is
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about 16 miles. The north-south din_wn-
«ion of the School City is about 13 miles.

During the 1970-71 school year, the
<chool Board operated 110 elementary
. hools. The usual (but not invariable)
crade structure of the elementary schools
was a kindergarten-through-eighth-grade
.tructure. Among these 110 schools were
# junior high schools. During the 1970-
-1 school year, two of the elementary
«chools were devoted entirely to the
vducation of mentally retarded children,
and one of the elementary schools was
Jevoted entirely to the education of
physically handicapped children and chil-
dren having both physical- and mental
handicaps.

During the 1970-71 school year, the
School Board operated 11 high schools.
With the exceptions hereinafter noted,
cach of these high schools housed stu-
dents in grades 9 through 12 who had at-
tended one of the ‘feeder schools”
regularly assigned to the particular high
school. The exceptions to these general
statements are that Crispus Attucks
High School (hereinafter ‘Crispus At-
tucks™) housed students in grades 10
through 12 only, its 9th grade class
having been divided between the newly
acquired Cold Spring Campus and North-
west High School (hereinafter ‘“‘North-
west”’) and that Shortridge High School
(hereinafter “Shortridge”) housed a 9th
Erade made up of students from assigned

feeder schools” and 3 classes of students
.“’ho were attending Shortridge under
"the Shortridge Plan.” Also, a compara-
tively small number of students were
transferred to high schools other than
those to which originally assigned, pur-
3uant to the transfer policies of the
Board.

[ The total enrollment in the elementary
schools at the close of the 1970-71 school
Feﬂr_ was 77,658 students (excluding
Special education students). Negro stu-
dents constituted 37.49% of that total
The total enrollment in the high schools
::- ';hat time was 22,487 students. Negro
T: ents constituted 33.6% of that total.

€re were approximately 4,379 faculty
332 F Supp —a2

OARD OF SCH. COM'R
Cite as 332 F.Supp. 855 (1971)

657

s, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

members, of whom 976 (22%) were

Negro. .
Of the seven persons currently serving
as members of the School Board three
are Negroes (Mrs. Cary D. Jacobs, The
Reverend Landrum E. Shields, and Mr.
Robert D. DeFrantz). Mr. Shields
served as President of the School Board
from the date of the Board's first meet-
ing in July, 1970, until July 13, 1971, on
which latter date Mr. DeFrantz was
elected to the Presidency, in which posi-—
tion he presently serves. The Board does /
not appear to be polarized along racial
lines, and the personnel of central
administration, operating under the
direction of the Superintendent, like-
wise reflects a reasonable racial balance.

On February 6, 1970, an Indiana nol-
for-profit corporation, Citizens of Indi-
anapolis for Quality Schools, Inc., at-
tempted to intervene herein as a party
defendant, asserting that its membership
consisted exclusively of parents of stu-
dents in the Indianapolis public schools
who possessed a legally cognizable inter-
est in the proceeding on such account.
The motion to intervene was accompanied
by petitions executed by some 5,000, more
or less, parents who requested such inter-
vention. The petition to intervene was
denied by the Court. for the reason that
the corporation did not appear to have
an interest sufficient to permit inter- 1
vention as of right pursuant to Rule 24 ‘
(a) (2), F.R.C.P. Hobson v. Hansen, D.C.
Dist., 1968, 269 F.Supp. 401; Blocker v. !
Board of Education of Manhasset, New f
York, ED.N.Y., 1964, 229 F.Supp. T14.
Permissive intervention was also denied.
However, Mr. Harold E. Hutson, attorney
for the petitioner, was permitted to ap-
pear as amicus curiae, and in such
capagity he attended the trial, was
furn_ls.hed with copies of all exhibits, and
Ea_rtlcxgatgd in the argument and post-
rial briefing.

II. THE ISSUES :

) Ther_e are but two ultimate factual
issues in this case, and two critical dates.
The two dates are May 17, 1954, the date
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of the decision of the Supreme Court of
the United States in Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka (“Broum I"), 347
U.S. 483, 74 S.Ct. 686, 98 L.Ed. 873, 38
A.L.R.2d 1180, and May 31, 1968, the
date on which this suit was filed.

[1] Brown I, of course, held that in

the field of public education the doctrine
of “‘separate but equal’ has no place, and
that segregation of children in public
schools by operation of law solely on the
basis of race, even though the physical
facilities and other “tangible” factors
may be equal, deprives the children of
the minority group of equal educational
opportunities and hence of the equal pro-
tection of the laws’ guaranteed by the
Fourteenth Amendment. Approximately
one year later, in the same case (“Brown
II'"), 349 U.S. 294, 75 S.Ct. 753, 99 L.Ed.
1083, the Court ordered the District
Courts involved in Brown and its com-
panion cases “to take such proceedings
and enter such orders and decrees * *
as are necessary and proper to admit to
public schools on a racially nondiscrimi-
natory basis with all deliberate speed the
parties to these cases.” It thereupon be-
came the duty of all of the States,
operating through their various agents,
i. e, boards of school commissioners and
the like, such as the defendant Board, to
desegregate such school corporations as
were practicing de jure segregation of
their pupiis as of May 17, 1954.

The two ultimate issues herein may
therefore be stated as follows:

1. Did the School Board operate a dual
school system, or, put another way, did
it have a deliberate policy of segregating
minority (Negro) students from majority
(white) students in its schools on May
17, 19547

2. If the answer to the first question
is in the affirmative, had the Board
changed its policy so as to eliminate such
de jure segregation on or before May 31,

19687

[2) The plaintiff United States of
America has the burden of proving the
affirmative of the first issue and, if
proved, the negative of the second. The

defendants deny de jure segregation on
either of the critical dates, and further
urge that a third critical date must be
considered: the date of trial. Their
argument in the latter connection is that
no matter what may have gone before, if
the Board is operating a unitary system
as of the date of trial there is no justifi-
cation for judicial intervention or for the

granting of relief in equity.

[3] As will be set out in more detail
hereafter, the Court finds for the plain-
;LHFTTMMM’ of
_tact. he argument that conditions as
of the date of trial should control the
action is rejected, first for the legal rea-
son that complaints, and the proof of
same, must relate to conditions as of
the date of filing; plaintiff is always
entitled to judgment, if only for costs, if
it proves the essential elements of its
complaint as of such time. It is true
that the initiation of a legal action may,
and frequently does motivate the defend-
ant to grant all or part of the relief
sought prior to trial, thus rendering the
action moot in whole or in part. In a
simple action such as a suit on account,
where the only relief sought is money, it
is obvious that payment in full by the
defendant before trial would effectively
render the action moot for all time, save
for payment of costs. Where the relief
sought is equitable, however, particularly
in a complex case such as this where the
equitable relief sought is affirmative
rather than being limited to a negative
injunction, voluntary compliance in
advance of trial would not deprive the
Court of jurisdiction to insure the con-
tinuation of such compliance by appropri-
ate orders. In any event, however, the
Court finds that the Board had not, as
of the date of trial, effectively desegre-
gated its school system to the extent re-

quired by Brown I1.

III. HISTORY

Perhaps one of the greatest public mis-
understandings as to the operation of th_e
public schools of the State of Indiana 15
that the responsibility for the conduct of
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.uch schools is purely local. It is not
Jifficult to understand the basis for such
misconception a8 the schools are, as a
nractical matter, operated by local boards,
locally elected, subject only to the general
mersight of the Indiana State Board of
Fducation and the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction. They are paid for
to a large extent by funds derived from
local property taxes. That part of the
property tax allocated to the funding of
the public school system constitutes by
far the largest portion of the taxes levied
in every taxing unit of the State. (The
1971-72 budget adopted by defendant
Board is in excess of $82,000,000.)

[4] Nevertheless, the fact remains

that the ultimate responsibility for the
public schools, and the duty to provide a
“yeneral and uniform system of Common
Schools, wherein tuition shall be without
charge, and equally open to all” is placed
squarely upon the State.! It has there-
fore been held in numerous cases that the
State school system is a State institution,
and that school corporations organized
under, or by virtue of, the laws of the
State are but the agents of the State.?
Therefore, in reviewing briefly the events
lgading up and contributing to the educa-
‘nona1 plight of the Negro in Indianapolis
in 1954, 1968, and at present, it is neces-
sary and proper to consider historic
policies of the State and various of its
agencies, as well as the acts and omis-

sions of the Board itself.

A. Territorial Attitudes

The first twenty Africans who lived
within the boundaries of what later be-
came the original thirteen States landed

at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619, thus

I. Constitution of the State of Indiapa,
1S31, Art. 8, § 1.

2. Ratcliff v. Dick Johpson School Twp..

1033, 204 Ind. 525. 183 N.E. 143; Great-
liouse v. Board of Selinol Com'rs, 1026
10S Ind. 95. 151 N.E. 411; Elle v. State
ex rel. Wissler, 1922, 191 Ind. 502. 133
N.LC. 748; School Town of Windfall City
. Somerville, 1014, 181 Ind. 463. 104
N.E. 859; Jordan v. Logansport, 1912,
178 Ind. 629, 99 N.E. 10G0: State ex rel.

predating by a year the more highly
publicized landfall at Plymouth Rock.
In early Virginia, as in other colonies,
the first Negro settlers were free, and
accumulated land, voted, testified in court
and mingled with whites on a basis of
equality.? Unfortunately for them and
their progeny, in the 1660’s Virginia,
Marvland and other states enacted the
first of a series of laws which later
led to the establishment of slavery on the
basis of race, with results which are well

known.
Virginia and Virginians played major
roles in the early history of Indiana.
At one time Kentucky was merely a
county of that Commonwealth, which also
claimed all of the lands north and west
of the Ohio River, east of the Mississippi
and south of Canada. Many of the
earliest white settlers of Indiana were
Virginians and they, together with per-
sons of similar background from
Kentucky and the Carolinas, all States
where slavery was practiced, made up the
majority. When Virginia ceded the
Northwest Territory in 1784, it was pur-
suant to a reservation of land to be
donated to General George Rogers Clark
and members of his Virginia regiment for
services rendered in the Revolutionary
War.¢ and such grants were made—many
for tracts in Indiana. The first ter-
ritorial governor of the Indiana Ter-
ritory, following its establishment in
1800, was William Henry Harrison, an-
other Virginian. The son of an influ-
ential Virginia planter, he could scarcely
have avoided the culture of the southern

country gentleman.?

The racial attitudes of Harrison and
the early settlers of the Te:_-ritory (which

Warren v. Ogan. 1902, 150 Iad. 119, G3
N.E. 227: Freel v. School City of Craw-
tordsville, 1895, 142 Ind. 27, 41 N.E. 312.

3. L. Bennett, Jr., Before the Mayflower.

29-36 (3rd Ed. 19G6).

Act of Virginia. December 20, 1783. 1
Burns Ind.Stat.Apn. 369 (1935 Repl.).
J. Barohart & D. Riker. Indiana to 1516.
at 315 (1971) (hereinafter “Barnhart &

Riker™). .
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also included, among other land, all of
present day Illinois) quickly became ap-
Although Article 6 of the Ordi-
nance of 1787, providing for the govern-
ment of the Northwest Territory, pro-
hibited slavery and involuntary servitude
fn the Territory,® which provision was
to the Indiana Ter-
ritory,? they set about immediately to
secure the repeal or suspension of Article
6. When the Congress failed to act
favorably upon their repeated requests,
Harrison and the territorial judges, act-
ing in their legislative capacity, went so
far as to adopt a law in 1803 providing
that Negroes and mulattoes brought into
the territory must perform the service
due their masters and that contracts be-
tween master and servant were assigna-
ble.* Another such law provided that
slaves purchased outside Indiana and
brought within the territory had the
Hobson's choice of agreeing to being

parent,

carried forward

ﬁ bound to service, or of being taken out of

— L the territory (presumably for resale).!®
0 Some Negroes were bound to service

=4 " .

i g under indentures for as long as ninety-
~ nine years.l!

.“; I

I B. Statehood: General Policies
- Statehood brought no immediate

change.

census,
slaves.’?

6. 1 Burns Ind.Stat.Ann. 37C (19535 Iepl.).
7. Act of Moy 7. 1800. 1 Burns Ind.Stat.
Apn. 380 (1955 Repl.).
8. See geocrally Barnhart & Riker, 334+-333.
347-354.
9. Philbrick (ed.), IL.aws of Indiapa Ter-
ritory, 1801-15809, nt 42—0.
10. ILid., 136-13).
il1. E. Thornbrough. Since Emancipation. 1
(19G3) (bereinafter “Thornbrough®).
12. W, Heiss (ed.), 1820 Fcderal Census
For Indiapa (19066).
13. Coostitution of 1816, Art. 6 § 1: Con-
stitution of 1851, Art. 2 § 2.
14, Constitution of 1816. Art. 7 § 1; Coa-
stitution of 1851, Art. 12 § 1.

Although slavery was once
again prohibited, it is noteworthy that
of 1,326 Negroes counted in the 1820
503 were candidly listed as
Discrimination became the of-

332 FEDERAL SUPPLEMENT

ficial policy of the State, as evidenced by
the successive Constitutions of 1816 and
1851, and by the laws enacted by the
General Assembly. For example, beth
Constitutions limited the right to vote 13
and to serve in the militia '* to white
males; these restrictions were not re-
moved until the adoption of constitution-
al amendments in 1881 and 1936, re-
spectively. A statute of 1818, similar
to one enacted during the territorial
period, declared that no person with a
fourth or more of Negro blood could give
testimony in court in & case involving a
white party.1s

Intermarriage between whites and per-
sons of Negro blood was likewise pro-
hibited in 1818.1¢ Subsequently, the Act
was clarified so as to extend the pro-
hibition to a person having one-eighth
part or more of Negro blood, and made
violation a felony punishable by a fine
and imprisonment for from one to ten
years. Such statute, as it existed in
1871, was unanimously held constitution-
al by the Supreme Court of Indianal?
notwithstanding the adoption in 1868 of
the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Federal Constitution. The last reenact-
ment of such law 1® was not repealed
until 1965. Similarly, an 1852 act!'®
declared such marriages to be void, thus
creating obvious limitations on the right
of inheritance and other legal benefits
upon the death of a spouse.?® This law,
too, was not repealed until 1965.

15. Acts 1818, Ch. 3, § 52, p. 39.

16. Acts 1818, Ch. 5, § 59, p. 94.

17. State v. Gibson, 1871, 36 Inil. 3%9.
18. Acts 1905, Ch. 169, §§ G3S, 639, p. 584.
19. 1 R.S. 1852, Ch. 67, § 2, p. 301

20. As recently ns 1940 the 1852 Act was
raised in defense of a e¢laim for death
benefits under the Indiana Woyrkmen's
Compensation Act, the roatention beiog
that the widow, a Negro, could not have
been marcicd to the decedent because he
was white, The Appellate Court leld the
defonse good as a matter of Jaw, if proved.
bat affirmed the Industrial Board's award
to the widow on the interesting ground
that the decedent, 8 Mecxican, had not been
proved to be “white.” Inland Steel Co.
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22. Smith v. Moody, et al.. 18G0, 26 Ind. 299.
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I The most striking evidence of the
sastility of the white majority was shown

n efforts to exclude Negroes from the
.tate and to persuvade those already in
the state to leave. A law of 1831, which
was seldom enforced, required Negroes
coming 1nto the state to post bond as a
cuarantee against becoming a public
«harge and as a pledge of good behavior.
More drastic was Article 13 of the Con-
stitution of 1851 which flatly prohibited
Negroes and mulattoes from coming into
the state and which provided for penal-
ties for persons who encouraged them to
vome. Closely linked to the exclusion
movement was the colonization move-
ment. which sought to preserve the soil
of Indiana for white men by sending
Negro residents to Africa. A state
wolonization society, affiliated with the
American Colonization Society, had been
organized in 1829 but had never ac-
complished much. Article 13 of the Con-
stitution of 1851 contained a section en-
couraging colonization. For several
vears the state legislature appropriated
money for a colonization fund and paid
the salary of a State Agent who was sup-
nosed to encourage Negroes to emigrate
to Africa.?t Article 13 was held to be

null and void in 1866.22

In 1885, the General Assembly passed
a civil rights law providing that all per-
sons within the jurisdiction of the State
were entitled to full and equal enjoyment
of the accommodations of “inns, restau-

v. Barcena, 1942, 110 Ind.App. 531, 39
N.E.2 &0,

o

23 Acts I8S5, Ch. 47, p. 76.
23 Ree, for example, the ingenuous decision

25

in Choclios, ¢t al.. v. Burden. et al., 1920,
™ IndApp. 242, 125 N.E. 696, wherein
two Negro women refused servies in n
Greek ecandy kitchien selling ice cream.
sxia water, etc., for consumption on the
Irremices had their judements for nominal
‘lunazes reversed on the ground that such
&n estahlishiment did not ronstitute an

“enting-houxe. ™

fo 1992 whea an Indianapolis movie
house opencd its doors free to Butler Uni-

rants, eating-houses, barber shops, public
conveyances on land and water, theaters,
and all other places of public accommoda-
tion and amusement:” such law also
prohibited discrimination because of race
or color in the selection of jurors.® It is
common knowledge that until the past
decade. many parts of this law were
more honored in their breach than in
their observance, particularly as to the
first four categories, often with an assist
from the judicial arm of the State.™
Negroes were rarely admitted, save on a
segregated basis, to theatres,® public
parks, and the like, including State parks
operated by the Indiana Department of
Conservation, until after World War II.
They were confined to segregated wards
in public hospitals supported by tax
funds, and as we shall see, largely attend-

ed segregated schools.?®

C. Housing Policy

Before turning attention to the schools,
however, another area of segregation
needs mention, and that is in the matter
of housing. Just as was the case in
Virginia, so in Indianapolis persons of
African descent were present from the
beginning. It has been recorded that on
the very mission which resulted in the
location of the new state capitol on the
banks of Fall Creek, Governor Jennings
was accompanied by a Negro boy known
to history only as Bill.¥? More to the
point, Ephriam Ensaw, a freed man who

versity stuidents in celebration of n foot-
ball victory, Negro students were barredl.
Thornbrough, p. 8S. (Presumnbly, how-
ever. the celebrants all marched to the
tune of Autler Wil Shine Toninht, the
school cheer song written, wlien a student.
by Noble Sissie, an Indinnapolis Negro.
Sissle went on to national fame nas a
musician, composer, orchestra leader, and
writer/producer of successful Broadway
musicals,)

26. For an extended disenxsion of these anid
similar examples of Starte imposed or
tolerated segregation, see Thornbrough,

pp. 86-93.

27. Leary, Indianapolis The Story of a City
(1970), p. R (hercinafter “l.eary”).
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riers toc be hurdled by Negroes at their

worked for wages, settled in the new
town, along with various white settlers,
even before the surveyors had finished
staking the lots.?® However, by the time
the first German and Irish immigrants
had been imported in 1836 to work on the
Central Canal, most Negroes were to be
found in “Colored Town.” on the out-
skirts of the mile square,®® and were later
concentrated in the area around Indiana
Avenue.

Segregation in the housing of Negroes
in Indianapolis has persisted at least
until the date of the filing of this ac-
tion.3® As the evidence in this case dis-
closes without conflict, Negroes were dis-
couraged from purchasing homes in pre-
dominantly ‘“white” neighborhoods by
various methods: white realtors refused
to show such homes to Negroes (and no
Negro real estate broker was permitted
to become a member of the Indianapolis
Real Estate Association until 1962), a
two-price system was used: a realistic

market price to whites and a ridiculously
inflated price to Negroes, lending institu-
tions refused to finance homes sought to
be purchased by Negroes in ‘“white”
areas. Those pioneering Negroes who
nevertheless overcame all obstacles and
succeeded in purchasing such a home
were then harassed by such devices as
threatep_i_ng_gn_d__obse_:ene telephone calls,
stones hurled through windows, neigh-
borhood ostracism, etc.3! Certain streets
and other Jandmarks, such as Fall Creek,
White River, certain railroad tracks, etc.,
were regarded at different times as bar-

28. Ibid., p. 13
29. 1Ibid., p. 50.

30. The Civil Rights Art of 19GS. Pub.l..
80-254. R2 Srat. R1. 42 U'S.C. §8 3601
et sey. was not fully effective until Decom-
ber 31, 1969, and its effecty have barely

begun to be feltr.

31, One wlo received such treatment was
Mr. Grapt Hawkins, n graduate of Inili-
ana University, successful busigessinan.
and fir«t Negro member of the Schiool
Board. For a more detailed discussion,

see Thorubrough, pp. 22-29.

-

peril.
In addition to pressures of the fore-

going type, applied by individual whites,
residential segregation was also enforced
by law, in many instances. Perhaps the
best known method was by means of the
racial covenant which, when inserted into

a deed or plat of a real estate subdivision,
limited ownership of the lot to persons of

the white race. As may be noted from
a cursory observation of plats recorded
in the plat books kept in the office of the
recorder of Marion County, many of the
betier known subdivisions, such as Wil-
liams Creek Estates, Broadmoor Estates.
Meridian Hills, Highwoods Addition.
Forest Hills, Wellington Estates, Fall
Creek Highlands, Greenslopes, Wynedale.
Ellenberger Plaza, and Meridian-Kessler
Terrace, contained such covenants, which
were routinely enforced until held un-
constitutional in 1948.32

As shown by the evidence herein, the
City of Indianapolis took official action
to enforce segregation in 1926 when the
City Council, with only one dissenting
vote,3? adopted General Ordinance No. 15,
making it unlawful for any Negro “to
establish a home-residence on any prop-
erty located in a white community or
portion of the municipality inhabited
principally by white people * * *" or
for a white person to commit the same
act in a Negro community. The ordi-
nance imposed & fine and imprisonment
for violation, and further provided that
each seven days maintenance of such a
residence would be deemed a separate of-
fense.™* Passage of the ordinance was

32. The plats of Kessler Park agod Crip-

— pin’s River Park Adilition were recorded

with racial covenants in 1940, nfter they
hadl already been hicld uncopstitutional b
the Supreme Court in Hurd v. Hoder.
1948, 234 U.S. 24, 68 S.Cr. 847, 92 [.E:l.

1187.

33. The Ilonorable Edward B. Raub voted
in the negative,

34. The Mayor and most memmbers of the
City Council of this period (not including
Raub) had been elected with the support
of the Ku Klux Klan. For a short sum-
mary of the Klon era see Leary, Ch. 23.
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are confined to the central area served

.oted by The Indianapolis News, then
nil now one of Indiana's leading news-
aners, which stated that “Sincere con-
.ctions are represented in the ordi-

# ** and “Patience and for-

vance * %
~arance are called for.” 3 When the

\larion Circuit Court held the ordinance
.nconstitutional a short time later, The
Indianapolis News had a plan of action.
One thing should be done as soon as
sossible,” it editorialized, “and that is to
nave the streets in colored neighborhoods.
.nd make them so attractive that there
will be no desire to get out of them * *.
The surroundings should be made as good
4s those in white sections, so 'that there
mayv be no reason for leaving them.” 3¢
As recently as July 4, 1963, the major
Indianapolis newspapers, in their real
vstate want ad columns, used the designa-
tion “for colored.” or “‘col.” in describing
residential property in certain sections of

the city.

It is common knowledge that in many
small towns and a few larger ones in
Indiana the custom that Negroes were

not allowed to stay overnight was so in-
voidable that it had the force of law and

—

was actually enforced by local officials.3?
Thus todayv it is noticeable that almost
no Negroes are to be found in com-
munities adjoining the School City of
Indianapolis. Marion County has three
municipalities other than Indianapolis, all
contiguous to the School City. Beech
Grove, an industrial community of 13,-
432, has a Negro population of 19.
Speedway City, a similar type com-
munity, has 68 Negroes out of a total
population of 14,951, while Lawrence has
216 Negroes out of a total population of
18,997. Of Marion County’s 792,299
residents, 134.474 or 17<7 are Negro. Of
these, approximately 122,086, or 98.5¢;

35 The Indianapolis News, editorial, March
16. 1920,

36. Ibid. November 24, 1928.

37. Thornbrough. - 21

38 All statistics are based upon the 1970

MPRRus.

by the defendant School Board

The Bureau of the Census recognizés
approximately 250 standard metropolitan
statistical areas in the 1970 census ™
Such an area is a county or group of con-
tiguous counties which contains at least
one city of 50,000 or more inhabitants
and which according to certain criteria,
are socially and economically integrated
with the central city. The Indianapolis
Metropolitan Statistical Area has 1,109,
882 inhabitants and includes, in addition
to Marion County, the contiguous coun-
ties of Boone, Hamilton, Hancock, Hen-
dricks, Johnson, Morgan, and Shelby.
The 1970 census figures reflect a total of
2,849 Negroes out of a total population of
317.583 residing in these seven suburban

counties, & percentage of 0.897.

D. School Policies to 1949

In early Indiana, as has been seen, the
Negro lacked many of the rights which
are the ordinary attributes of citizenship.
The plain fact is that, although entitled
to certain rights under Indiana law, such
as the right to own property and the
right to personal liberty, Negroes were
not considered to be citizens of the State
until the adoption of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States.® For this reason, many
of the rights conferred upon citizens by
the successive Indiana Constitutions were
construed as not applying to Negroes.

Thus in an early case it was held that
Negro children could not attend school
with white children over the protest of
a white parent, even if they paid their
own tuition.4' A statute in force in 1861
barred Negroes, mulattoes and the chil-
dren of mulattoes from admission to the
common schools.4? After the adoption of

39. Bureau of the Rudget, Stamidard Metro-
politan Statistical Arcas (1067. as sup-

plemented).
40. Cory, et al. v. Carter, 1874, 48 Ind. 327.
Iewis v. Henley, et al., 1850, 2 Ind. 332,

41,
Cambriilge,

42. Draper, Trustee, et al. v,
18G3, 20 Ind. 2GS.
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w‘
the Fourteenth Amendment, the General
Assembdly 1n 1869 enacted a law pro-
viding, for the first time, for the educa-
ton of Negro children, but providing also
for them to be organized into separate
schools.  The statute provided that if
there were not & sufficient number of
such children within attending distance
to form a school in one distriit, several
digtricts could be consolidated; and if
there were not enouygh to be consolidated
within & reasonable distance, “the
trustee * * ® ghgl] provide such other
means of education for said children as
shall use their proportion, according to
members, of school! revenue to the best

advantage. ™ 43 z

The case of Cory et al. v. Carter ¥ was
commenced by Carter, 8 Negro parent of
school age children, against the school
officials of Lawrence Township, Marion

County, to compel them to accept his

children as pupils in the “white” district

school, such officials having failed to
provide any school in that or any adjoin-
ing district near enough for his children
to attend, whereby they were denied the
right to attend any schoo! at all. He
secured an order of mandate from the
Marion Superior Court, but the Supreme
Court reversed, holding that under the
1869 Act Negro children were not en-
titled to admission in common schools
provided for the education of white stu-
dents. This holding was reaffirmed in
subsequent cases. %

In about 1868 Indianapolis erected a
new school house and, anticipating the
1869 legislation, assigned the old build-
Ing on Market Street for the education of
Negro children.¢¢ A separate elementary
school was opened there in the fall of
1869. Thus at the very inception of
public education for the Indianapolis

43 Acts 1809, Ch. 1C. § 3. 4l

43 Note 40, eupra.

45 Greathouse v. Bourd of School Comi'rs,
1026, 198 Ind. 93, 151 N.E. 411; State
ex rel Mitchell v, Gray, et al, School
Tructees, 1883, 93 Ind. 303: State ex rel.
Oliver, et al v, Grubd, Trustee, 1882,

85 Ind. 212.

46 Lears, p. 118

Negro child, he was segregated by virtye
of State law. As will be demonstrated

later, de jure segregation in the elementa-
ry schools continued virtually without
change until this action was filed. one
hundred years later. The situation with
respect to high schools has taken a more
erratic course.

Indianapolis's first high school was
Shortridge, followed by Emmerich
Manual Training and Arsenal Technical.
For more than fifty years no separate
high school for Negro students was estab-
lished, and after 1877 school children of
both races were permitted to select the
high school of their choice, attending on
an integrated basis.4? However, with
impetus provided by a petition from the
Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce, the
School Board on December 22, 1922,
adopted a resolution authorizing the con-
Struction of a “Colored High School.”
When such school, Crispus Attucks, was
opened in September, 1927, all Negro
high school students were forthwith com-
pelled to attend it, regardless of their
place of residence in the city. In 1935,
Ch. 16 of the Acts of 1869 was further
amended to require the Board to provide
transportation for Negro students re-
quired to travel more than a certain dis-
tance by reason of its segregation
policies.*®* Thus was instituted the policy
of tax-paid transportation of school chil-

dren (bussing).
Another Act of the 1935 General As-
sembly is instructive. A law enacted in
1907 had directed township trustees to
abandon all schools under their charge at
which the average daily attendance had
been twelve or fewer pupils. The 1935
act ¥ added the following proviso:
“Provided, further, that nothing in this
act, or in the act to which it is amenda-

47. Acts 1877, Ch. SI1. £ 1. p. 124, lhad
amended Ch. 16 of the Acts of 1869 to
require alinission of Negro students to
white schools, if no separate school of
comparable grade was provided for Ne-

groes.
48. Acts 1935, Ch. 206, § 1. p. 1457

49. Acts 1035, Ch. 77, § 1. p. 231.
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tory, shall authorize the discontinuance

of any school exclusively for colored

pupils where such school is the only
school for colored pupils in such school
corporation, and any such school hereto-
fore discontinued by the operation of
such act shall be re-established.” (In
sum, trustees were ordered by the State
to furnish a separate school building and
teacher for the instruction of, for
example, one Negro child attending
primary school, rather than permit that
child to attend a white school).

In 1947, two bills were introduced in
the General Assembly, each of which had
as its purpose the elimination of segrega-
tion based on race, color, creed, etc., in
the public school system. In due time, a
public hearing was held on one of the
bills by the House Committee on Educa-
tion, at which time the then Superinten-
dent of Schools of defendant Board, pur-

suant to its authorization, appeared and
spoke in opposition. Neither bill passed.
However, in 1949 an Act was passed
which required desegregation, on a
phased basis.® Thus ended, at least for
a time (see Part VII), the official State

policy of segregation.

IV. BOARD POLICIES, 1949-1954

As has been shown, the official policy
of the State of Indiana and of its agent,
the defendant School Board, was one of
de jure separation of its Negro and white
Students prior to 1949. During the 1948-
49 school year only 614 out of a total of
11,304 Negro students (5.4%) attended
regular elementary schools of racially

mixed population, The other 10,690
pupils attended sixteen all-Negro ele-
mentary schools and all-Negro Crispus
Attucks High School. The faculty and
staff of each school was completely seg-
regated, and the Superintendent's admin-

S0. Arts 1949, Cli. 186, p. 603 Burns In:l
Stat. Ano. §§ 29-6108 to 286112 (1970),
as amcoded I.C.1871, 20—4-1-T7 to 20—

1-13.

5I. Tuere were. however, exceptions to this
policy.  School 19. serving grades 1-6 in
1948—49. did not enroll first grade pupil
Is 1248-50. Since it was a Negro school

332 F Supg —a2v4
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istrative staff was all white. Generally,
in Negro

Negro schools were built
residential areas and white schools in

white areas, and when residential pat-
terns were mixed, Negro and white at-
tendance zones overlapped. Grade struc-
tures were altered to achieve segregation
in some instances, Negro students in the
elementary grades were required to walk,
or were transported to all-Negro schools
when there were schools, serving only
white students, closer to their homes.
None of these facts are denied by the
defendants.

The 1949 Act which abolished segrega-
tion in the public schools, required seg-
regated districts to begin desegregating
a grade a year by permitting those stu-
dents enrolling for the first time in
kindergarten, the first elementary grade,
and the first junior and senior high
school grades to enroll in the school
nearest their homes. Accordingly, the
Board adopted a policy which, on its
face, generally followed the provisions of
the statute.51

In some instances where desegregation
would have resulted if children had been
assigned to the closest school, they were
assigned to segregated schools farther
from their homes. The Board’'s con-
struction policies during the period 1949-
53 minimized the amount of desegrega-
tion that occurred. The formerly
“colored” elementary schools generally
remained all-Negro. Likewise, though
specific student assignments were made
for all high schools, Crispus Attucks re-
mained all-Negro. With one exception,
students attending the all-Negro ele-
mentary 8chools, some of which were
nearer and more accessible to other high
schools, were either assigned exclusively
or given an option to attend Attucks;
partly as a result of administrative sug-

i a predominantly white neighborhood,
white students in that neighborhood would
bnve been required to enroll in that school
under the April, 1849 policy. Negro first
graders who would have attended School
18, enrolled at School 64, a nearby all-
Negro school, while white students in the
School 19 area attended white School 20.
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gestion, the option was usually exercised
in favor of Attucks. Further, the trans-
fer policies adopted by the Board
facilitated the maintenance of segregated

high schools. 52

At the close of the 1952-53 school year
the Board drew fixed boundary lines for
all elementary schools.33 These boundary
lines were drawn with knowledge of
racial residential patterns and the
housing discrimination underlying it
Not only did the Board not attempt to
promote desegregation, but the boundary
lines tended to cement in the segregated
character of the elementary schools. In
_some instances segregation was promoted
by drawing boundary lines which did not
follow natural boundaries or were not
equidistant between schools.?® [In some
instances optional attendance zones be-
tween white and Negro schools were
adopted in racially integrated neighbor-
hoods. From 1949 to 1953 the high
school assignments were maintained in
the same segregatory pattern and the
creation of the predominantly white
Harry E. Wood High School on the
Manual High School campus helped
perpetuate the segregation of nearby

Crispus Attucks.
At the time of the Supreme Court deci-
sion in Brown I in May, 1954, the situa-

52. One resson for transfers to be given
“gpecial consideration” was if a pupil bad
gn older sibling attending the preferred
high school. This operated as a grand-
father clause permitting white students to
escape Attucks, aod remained in effect
through March. 1870. Furthermore, prox-
imity per se was not a legitimate reason
for trapsfer, unless & student lived more
than two miles from the assigned high
school ; this prevented Negro students who
lived withbin two miles of Attucks from
transferring to other high schools which

were closer to their residences.

53. Negro students were, nevertheless, bus-
sed to Negro schools outside their attend-
ance zopes {rom racially mixed areas in at

least two cases.

54. For example, the common boundary be-
tween Schools 36 (99.3% Negro in 1953-
54) and 60 (11.6% Negro) was within
one block of School 36 and some eighbt to
ten blocks from School 60. The boundary

tion was as follows: Of the sixteen
“colored schools™ as of 1949, two were
closed, one was converted to an all-white
school, 33 one was subsequently considered
part of the Crispus Attucks “Junior Divi-
gion.” and the other twelve were 97.5%
or more Negro. Of 2787 Negro high
achool students, 1,618 attended Crispus
Attucks, and faculty desegregation was
minimal. The Board thus began the
post-Brown [ era in May, 1954, in sub-
stantially the same position that it ended
the official segregation era in 1949, The
schools were still segregated by opera-
tion of law, by virtue of the acts and
omissions of the Board done in defiance
of the new requirements of Indiana law.

V. BOARD POLICIES, 1954-1968

From the date of Brown [ to the date
of this action, the Board continued the
student and faculty assignment policies
of the previous era without change.

Since 1954, the most notable nonracial
characteristic of the school system has
been growth. The total number of ele
mentary pupils rose from 53,352 in 1954-
65 to 82,853 in 196768, while the numbet
of schools rose from 87 regular ele-
mentary and junior high schools and
eight regular high schools in 1954-55 to
113 regular elementary and junior high

between Schools 42 (1009, Negro) and 4
(1.29, Negro) required Negro students in
one aren south of School 42 to cross o
eanal, a parkway, and two railroad tracks
to get to School 42 mno such impediment
stood between this area and School 44.
The School 26 (99.89, Negro) commoD
boundary with School 10 (8.79: Negro)
required Negro students in the western one
to three blocks of the School 2G zome to
cross five railrond tracks to get to School
26: no such impediment existed between
this area sod School 10.

55. School 19 was converted from an all-
Negro nonpeighborhood school to an all-
white nonneighborhood school in Septem-
ber, 1953. Almost all the Negro pupils
who bad attended School 19 were assigoed
to Schosl 64, as School &i's attendance
zope was redrawn to include almost all
the Negro students in the area. School 19
served, in 1953-54, two noocontiguous
white areas and was located in meither of

them.
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schools and eleven regular high schools

in 1967-68. Thizx growth caused over-
crowding problems in many schools at
one Lime or another, and the Board had
available. and employed, various tech-
niques te deal with this overcrowding.

Among these techniques were attend-
ance rone boundary changes, the con-
struction of additions, the construction
of new schools. the provision of transpor-
tation or the adjustment of existing
transportation, alteration in grade struc-
tures. and the location or relocation of
special education classes in elementary
schools. Often these techniques were
combined: e. g., in the construction of an
addition and a simuitaneous boundary
change to relieve overcrowding at two
contiguous schools.

The defendant Board has constructed
numerous additions to schools since 1954 ;
more often than not the capacity thus
created has been used to promote seg-
regation. It has built additions at Negro
schools and then zoned Negro students
intoe them from predominantly white
schools ;3¢ it has built additions at white
schools for white children attending
Negro schools: it has generally failed to

56. For example. the Board, after henring
tomplaints about the number of Negroes
at School GO, completed the construction
of twelve elassmoms at S~hool 3C (89.9%;
Negro)l in September, 1959, and zoned
soine M) sturdents, predominantly Negro,
from Scliool 80 into School 36. Other
&tuddents, predominantly white, were ns-
signe< to Serhool 60 from School 706.

57 In 1954-33 School 37 (1009% Negro}
was 104 students over capacity; neigh-
boring Silinol 51 (100 white) was 74
students over capacity. An eight room
Aahlitton was eompleted at School 37 io
February, 1956. No boundary ndjust-
ment was wmade betweren 37 and 51, how-
fier. and overcrowding at 51 persisted so
thiar by 1895509 1t was 121 students over
capaciey (and only 1.76¢ Negrv). Finally,
in Seprember, 1960, a six classroom agd-
dition was completed at Sehiool T3 and the

bounclary Letween School 51 (5.16¢ Negru)
and Schonl 73 (10.7% Negru) was adjust-
el w0 that approximately 735 pupils were
~ent to Nelinol 73 from 51.

38 For exampie, in January, 1957. nioe
clasarnoms were added to School 64's

reduce overcrowding at schools of one
race by assigning students to use newly
built capacity at schools of the opposite
race.®” The Board has also constructed
simultaneous additions at contiguous
predominantly white and Negro schools,*®
and has installed portable classrooms at
schools of one race with no adjustment
of boundaries between it and neighboring
schools of the opposite race.

The Board has also constructed addi-
tions to large, predominantly Negro ele-
mentary schools when desegregation
would have resulted from adding class-
rocoms to nearby, smaller predominantly
white schools>® These large schools have
often had inadequate sites.® Of the four
largest elementary schools in the system,
all are more than 90¢; Negro, and three
have had large additions constructed
within the last ten years. For example,
an eight classroom addition was com-
pleted at School 41 in January, 1962,
when it was 99.59, Negro, and had a site
of 2.7 acres. For the 1970~-71 year this
school enrolled 1,404 pupils, 99.79% Negro.

An eight classroom addition was com-:
pleted at School 64 (99.39: Negro) i
September, 1962. Nearby Schools 11\

neighbor, School 21: in August, 1857, six

classrooms were adided to School 64,

In 1956-57 and 1957-38, Sclicol 21 was

80.22¢. apd 985.235; white, and Schoo) 64

was 90.08S% nand 99.77% Negro. As

another example, Schools 27, 29 and 45

are within six blocks of one another.

From 1934 to 1957 each received nddi-

tions of four to cight roomis. At the time

of construction, School 29 was S5.39%

Negro, while 27 aml 40 were 86.5¢, and
and 95.45 white.

59. In April, 18G1, n survey of elcmentary
prineipals wng taken by the Board, re-
questing a “profexsional opinion’” ns te
maximum, ideal, and minimum school
stzes. For a K-5 scliool. the median ideal
size designated by the minety principals
returning the questionnaire was 60O

for a K—{ school, 50U,

60. The State Superintendent of Public In-
struction has established minimutn nereage
requirements of seven ncres for the first
200 students and one acre for earh addi-

tional 100 studeacs,

. e

.
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(100 white) and 112 (97.9<¢ white,
were purchased after annexation and
opened that same month. The children
from these latter schools in grades 7 and

8 were transported to School B2 even

though School 64 was closer to most of

these pupils.$! This continued through
the 1965-66 school year. None of these
schools other than 64 was more than

4.55¢ Negro during such years, while 64

was never less than 99.3¢c Negro.

Further, the faculty at School 64 was

96.49% Negro in 1965-66; the faculties

at 82, 111 and 112 were all white that

same year.

The failure to assign white children to
Attucks had important consequences for
the Indianapolis elementary schools.
Negro students who formerly had been
required fo attend Attucks regardless of
residence were now permitted, in some
cases, to attend high schools closer to
their homes. Because there was no off-
setting assignment of whites to Attucks.
through the arrangement of optional
zones and nonneighborhood feeder assign-
ments, the Attucks enrollment dropped
substantially during the 1950's while the
predominantly white high schools in-
creased in enrollment.

Attucks thus had available
during this period, and could, and did,
accommodate elementary students from
overcrowded Negro elementary schools.
At various times since 1954 the following
schools, none of which have ever been
less than 96.59% Negro, have been as-
signed to the Crispus Attucks campus: 63,

space

61. The January, 1967, housing facility
study noted that Schiool 82 was “quite
crowded during those 4 yenrs™ that junior
high students were transported to 82 from

111 and 112
Scliool 32 was assigned to Shortridge
until September, 1952, At that time.
when 32 was 525 Negro, it was given an
option to Attucks. By September, 1964,
when it was 8949z Negro with a 1007
Negro fuculty, the oprion was ended and
School 32 was nssigned salely to Attucks.
Similarly, School 44 was assigned to
Sliortridge until September, 1955, when it

was 4.19% Negro. At that time it was
given an option to George Washington and

62.

17, 23, 24, 40, and 4. Several hundred of
these pupils attended school in the
Crispus Aftucks building during the
1950’s. The assignment of students
from these elementary schools to Attucks
should be contrasted with the assignment
of other students. predominantly white,
from nearby elementary schools to
Arsenal Technical High School during
this same period.

During the post-1954 period, the
Board perpetuated segregation through
the use of optional attendance zones.
Specifically, in areas of racially mixed
residential patterns students were given
options between predominantly Negro
and predominantly white elementary
schools, and where entire elementary dis-
tricts covered both Negro and white
neighborhoods, graduates were given op-
tions between predominantly Negro and
predominantly white high schools.®®
Students in Negro elementary schools
were given options to Crispus Attucks
when other, predominantly white high
schools were closer and more accessible.
White students in optional zones almost
always attended white schools.

The Board has perpetuated segrega-
tion through the construction of new
schools. Specifically, new elementary
schools to be attended by students of
predominantly one race have been con-
structed adjacent to schools attended
primarily by students of the opposite
race,%3 new middle schools have been con-
structed to enroll the students of one race
adjacent to schools attended by students

Attucks as well as Shortridge. As the
percentage of Negroes continucd to riso.
both tbe Shortridge and Washington op-
tions were droppeil and the students were
ossigned solely to Crispus Attucks.

63. In March, 196S. a pew School 19 build:
ing was completed on a site several blocks
from the previous School 19. Thix school
was 96.39; white in 1965-69. Its atteni-
ance zone is still not justifiable by meigh-
borlicod standards, and its construction in-
sured that School 64 (98.59%; Negro in
1965-69) would remain virtualiy all Ne-
gro, as it in faet has. A pew School 2
(890.4%% white in 1838-59) was completed

in October, 183S, containing twenty class-



apil all-white departments have coexisted
in virtually all-Negro School G4 nnd neigh-
boring predominantly white School 21 al- t
most continuously since September, 1857,
Predominantly Negro special educntion 1
classes exist on the west side at predom-

jnantly Negro Schools 63, 52, and 75.

while predominantly white classes are

housed at nearby predominantly white

Schiools 30 and 1G.

Because of the sinall size of the Attucks
site (8.4 acrex), a waiver had to be se-
cured from the State Roard of Education.
This waiver win obtained, with the pro- .
viso that no more than 2,200 students
nttend Attocks: nevertheless, in 1967-6S
Attucks enrolled 2.394 students, 2,393
Negro and one white.

rooms, while pearby School 40 wos nll

Negrn.
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N the of the opposite race®™ and new high During the 1960's the Board adopted a
£ the schools have been located and constructed *Shortridge plan” to prevent Shortridge
tdents where they have served predominantly High School from becoming an all-Negro
ttucky white student populations ® school. This plan had the immediate
ment The Board has perpetuated segrega- wifect of .reducing Fhe number of Negra
*hite, tion by transporting students from over- students in Shortridge, many of whom
- to crowded schools of one race to schools of subsequently ?ttended Attucks. No steps
Fing the same race rather than to svailable were taken prioe to'the filiqz of this suit,
nearby schools of the opposite race. In BOWEver, b dgs_egregnte Crisgis J.“t‘mks'
the contrast to the current local and national and an ‘.'ddlt'on to Attucks in 1.966
gh hullabaloo about bussing, the Board's coupl.ed with the effegt of )‘.he Jeacruivas !
es. minutes record no citizen protests to the :).Ian thsuped theﬂcontmuauon oE BeETeRY: i
ed bussing of white students to white . 8% AR s, ;
- sckoalE. Sorpe of the Board's 1954-1968 seg- ';
. regation practices are evident in simple
. 'I‘ho_: Board has afs‘o perpetuated seg-  boundary changes. For example, in
regation in the assignment of special 1962-63, School 69 was 57.95% Negro '
' education classes. Specifically, it has and School 11, its northern neighbor, was 8
maintained predominantly Negro and 100%: white. A housing facility study in iz
predominantly white special education February, 1963, noted that, with respect Ri;
departments at contiguous Negro and to School 69: { | ‘ i
;;}Lnet'“hg;)a':s ‘"‘g t::*" s;‘;:;i‘:s :f’_‘:i’aal “Census figures for the district indi- s i
resuc!tal:tn incre:‘;e ‘;n s::regation “‘ cate a slight decrease during the next e helt W
* five vears. The nature of the district 1y {i ; ‘
Special education classes often enroll is changing considerably, which may 5 i ‘
students from a wider area than the cause a further increase; however, :5 ERIE ¥
normal attendance zone. Thus they can serious overcrowding is not anticipated ERINEIL™
be shifted between several schools in that in this district in the next five years.” : ,.g 1%
wider area to relieve overcrowding where  Despite this assessment, the School 69- [:.E _ }
necessary. The Board has shifted these School 11 boundary was altered three I i _.
classes in some instances and failed to months later and an all-white area in the 1;; %4 ‘
shift them in other instances, always with  School 69 district north of 38th Street i X
a resulting increase in racial segregation. was transferred to all-white School 118 i ‘g j
frEi el
£
!
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64. Of the various types and sizes of multi-
district junior high schools established in
the systemr since 1954, only onec hns in-
volved thie nssixnment of Negro manjority
anil white majority scliools to the same
juniar higlh =chool.
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65. Tl two most recently constructed high
schiools in the city (John Marshall and 67.
Northwest) hitve been built op the extreme
northeastern nnil northwestern areas of
the eity, where the Board knew they would
gerve virtually all-white areas.  DBoth of
these schiouls have in fact reinforced the
growing racial isolation of the inner city.
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66. An all.-Negro specinl education depart-
ment was maintained at Attucks while an
integriared department was maintained ot
Waood thirough most of this period since
Woodl was estublished in 1033. All-Negro

- an

68. In a letter to parents in this aren, an
Assistant  Superintendent justificd the
boundary chaonge because of “erowdesl

_ copditions™ at School €9.

~
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School 69's Negro percentage immediate-
ly rose to 72.9.

According to the evidence, there have
been approximately 350 boundary changes
in the system since 1954, More than 90%
of these promoted segregation.

The results of all of the foregoing
policies, coupled with the restrictive
housing policies of the entire Metropoli-
tan Area, are clear: since 1954 the per-
centage of Negro students in the system
has increased from 20 to 36, and the
segregation has likewise increased. The
number of 90¢; or more Negro achools
has risen from thirteen to twenty-five.
In 1954-55, 85.95% of the Negro ele-
mentary students were in majority Negro

schools: in 1968-69, the percentage had
risen to 88.2. In 1968-69 Crispus At-
tucks was 99.8¢6¢ Negro.® Faculty and
staff were assigned on a racially seg-
regated basis, meaning that Negro
schools had all-Negro, or virtually all-
Negro faculties, and vice versa. In short,
nothing really changed during the 1954-
1968 period, and the Indianapolis school
system on the date this suit was filed
remained segregated by operation of law.

VI. BOARD POLICIES SINCE
MAY 31, 1968

In May, 1968, after the Board received
notification of the plaintiff’s intention to
file suit if deficiencies were not correct-
ed,™ it contracted with Indiana Univers-
ity to study elementary school boundaries
“for the purpose of determining the best

69. The first white attended that school in

196705, when one white atydent wnas ¢n-
rolled.

70. This was a “notice letter under Title

1V of the Civil Rights Act of 1WH: 42
U.S.C. § 20006,

71. The so-called “neighborlivod  concept”

ang not adopred as i form:l policy nntil
1065 and. as has been Jemonstrated. has
~less in practice.  Its prin-

proved meaning
cipal use ix as A glozan for tloxe opposel

to husxing ACross racinl lines.

72. Mr. Jolinson. the leader of this team,

testifiedd that he recogmized that ?i:m- wAas
too limited to Jruw a comprelicasive plan:
therefore, the recommendations of the team

method of achieving maximum deseg-
regation of all schools * * ™ under
the neighborhood concept.” ™' A "Spe-
cial Study Committee” of independent
consultants was formed, which issued its
report in April, 1969, making no recom-
mendations for the promotion of integra-
tion through boundary changes. The
activities of this Committee may best be
characterized as farcical, since according
to the testimony of one of its members,
it was not furnished with data as to the
racial composition of the students or
faculty at any school.

In February, 1969, the Board request-
ed a study of, and recommendations for,
the desegregation of the Indianapolis
schools in a letter to the Office of Educa-
tion, United States Department of
Health, Education and Welfare (herein-
after "HEW”). A team of six educators
from HEW visited the system for four
days in March, 1969, and prepared a
series of recommendations for both the
elementary and high schools in the
system.”* These recommendations were
presented to the Board on April 18, 1969.
On June 17, 1969, the Board rejected the
HEW recommendations, finding that they
were not a “satisfactory or workable solu-
tion to the integration problem of the
schools.” 3

In the same statement rejecting the
HEW recommendations, the Board called
for the appointment of a community-
based committee to recommend programs
to improve integration, with the first
priority directed toward secondary

werc threefold: (a) to study the pos:
sibility of grade reorganization to desegre-
gnte the ayaten: (b) the submission of
n series of specific reorganizations for
specific schools to be implemented by
September, 196G, as examples of methods
of desegregation aml s an nct of goud
tnith by the Raard:  and  (v) general
recommendations for the amelioriation of
segregation nt Crispus Attucks,

73. Ilowever. & study of the feasibility of
the HEW recommendatiuns undertaken by
the Board lhad concluded that, with re.-|_u~ct
to the elementary gchoolx. all were feasible
except fur an nlternate plan to desegregate
Schiool 64 and the plan to desegregale

Schools 43 and 60C.
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schools.’® The committee was formed
and in October, 1969, filed majority and
The majority recom-

minority reports.
mended the construction of a new Crispus

Attucks (presumably. although not ex-
plicitly stated, racially desegregated) and

also recommended free transfers for high
school students regardless of assign-

ment.73
Soon after this report, the Superinten-

dent established a staff committee to
treat the problem of the desegregation of
Attucks, This committee recommended
the construction of a new Attucks and
the phase-out of the present Shortridge
and Attucks. The Board ultimately re-
jected the proposed phase-out of Short-
ridge. but directed the Superintendent to
search for a site for the new Attucks;
no new site has been found.

During the 1970-71 school year, ninth

graders assigned to Attucks under a
revised feeder system (which deseg-
regated this ninth grade class) attended
school at Northwest High School and the
Tudor Hall School.™ Because no site has
been found available for a new Attucks,
the defendants plan to assign deseg-
regated freshman and sophomore classes
to the present Attucks campus in Sep-
tember, 1971. Grades 11 and 12 will re-
main virtually all Negro, and if this
grade-a-year plan is continued, Attucks
will remain partially segregated until
September, 1973.

During the 1967-68 school year, the
School Board decided to establish a mid-
dle school (to be known as the Forest
Manor Middle School) housing grades 6,

Specifically, the committee was to rec-
ommend solutions to “thie problem pre-
sented by Crispus Attucks ITigh School

74,

as it now exists.”

75 The minority recommmemded enrichment
of the edurational program ut Atftneks and
free choice in high schoul student assign-
ment.  The committee submitted no furth-
er reports, and <lid not convider elementary

gchool desegregation.
76. The Tudor Hall Scliool was purchased
by the Board for eventual use as a specinl
education facility. Tle State Superin-
tendent objected to more than 630 students
being housed on tbat site. so port of the

7. and 8 and serving an area comprising
the attendance zones of Schools 1, 71,
and 73. each of which elementary schools
was then, and is now, severely over-
crowded. The building of the Forest
Manor Middle School was not begun in
1968, as planned, but the project has
been revived, and the School Board is on
the point of awarding contracts for the
construction of the Forest Manor Mid-
dle School. The Board’s plans for the
utilization of this middle school are be-
ing reconsidered, because of plaintiff's
objections to its proposed use and loca-
tion. During the 1970-71 school year
the percentage of Negro students at
Schools 1, 71 and 73 was 91.4, 92.6, and
69.6, respectively, and the proposed loca-
tion of the Forest Manor school is in a
predominantly Negro residential area.
It is apparent that, as matters stand, the
proposed school would tend to perpetuate

segregation.
The Board adopted a majority-to-
minority transfer provision on June 30,
1970. For the 1970-71 school year ap-
proximately 400 high school and 50 ele-
mentary school students transferred un-
der this provision, and at the time of
trial 300 students had applied for such
transfers for the 1971-72 school year.”?

Since this suit was filed the Board
has provided various school services on
a nondiscriminatory basis.’® Transfer
policies have been administered so as not
to increase segregation. A black history
curriculum has been developed. Efforts
have been made to recruit additional
Negro faculty members, and Negro pro-

Attucks desegregnted fresliman class was
assigned to Northwest High School.

77. Usnder this provision, stuilents can trans-
fer from a schiool in which theie race is
in o majority to a school in which their
race is in a mioority. The transfers nre
contingent. unider the terms of the policy,

on the availability of space. and no trans-
No transfers are

portation is provided.
nccepted under this provision after achool

has been in scssion two weeks in Septem-
ber.

78. Among these have been special and social
gervices, lunch programs, libraries, and &

program to combat dropouts.
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fessional employees have been promoted
to responsible positions in the central ad-
ministrative office. A resolution adopt-
ed December 8, 1970, commits the Board
to a program for the integration of ad-
ministrative staffs (including the coach-
ing staff) in each high school.

In October, 1970, the Board entered
into & contract with the Office of Educa-
tion, HEW, under which the latter pro-
vided funds for it to employ ‘“advisory
specialists” to prepare desegregation
plans and in-service training programs
for the Indianapolis system. Two such
advisory specialists were employed,™
and presented four plans to the Board
on April 1, 1971. Three of these plans
treated only eleven all-black, or virtually
all-black schools, while the fourth, and
recommended plan desegregated every
school in the system. On May 25, 1971,
the Board rejected all plans, noting that
the trial in this cause was to commence
July 12, 1971. It thus appears that the
Board, having taken some steps toward
rectifying its previous failure to comply
with Brown II, is unwilling to proceed
further unless directed to do so by the

Court.

EXTERNAL PROBLEMS FAC-
ING THE BOARD

Despite the fact that the Board,
through the years, has consistently em-
ployed policies and practices causing and
maintaining racial segregation in the
School System under its control, it is
only fair to say that various factors not
of its own making have contributed to

VIL

that result.

A. Changes in Racial Characteristics
of School City

The racial characteristics of the School

City changed significantly during the

period 1954 through 1970. The number

of Negroes residing in the School City

79. Both of thesc specialists were already
employees of the Ibndiannpolis system:

one wus a former principal and consultant,
while tlhie other was a former teacher and
had Leld on administrative position in

the central office.

increased rapidly, both absolutely and
proportionately to the entire population
of the School City. The number of areas
of the School City in which significantly
large groups of Negroes resided in-
creased similarly. The pattern of the
change in the location of black residen-
tial areas was one of expansion from the
center of the School City toward its
boundaries. While the Negro population
was increasing within the School City,
the white population within the School
City was decreasing rapidly, and concur-
rently, the white population in Marion
County outside the School City was in-
creasing rapidly.se

In 1960, the population of Center
Township (all of which, except a small
part in Beech Grove, lies within the
School City) was 333,351, of which 243,-
448 (73% ) were white and 84,439 (26.--
89 ) were Negro; in 1970, the popula-
tion of Center Township had declined to
273,598, of which 166,622 (61.2% ) were
white and 106,112 (38.8¢,) were Negro.

In 1960, the population of Marion
County excluding Center Township was
364,216, of which 353,659 (97%) were
white and 10,473 (2.99z) were Negro.
In 1970, the population of Marion Coun-
ty excluding Center Township was 518,-
701, of which 488,538 (949 ) were white
and 28,342 (5.4%) were Negro. The
data also show that, whereas 59¢ of
the white population of Marion County
lived outside Center Township in 1960,
about 74.5% of that group lived outside
Center Township in 1970.

The areas of the School City in which
the change in racial composition has been
significant in the last ten year period
include:

(1) An area bounded, generally, by
38th Street on the north, Arlington Ave-
nue on the east, 21st Street on the south.
and Boulevard Place on the west. The
eastern part of this area is often refer-

80. As found in Section III-C, suprae. dis
erimination against Negroes in the mutl-
ter of housing. enforced or condoned by
the City and State has been a major fac-
tor in coafining the Negro to a rompact.

central srea.
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red to as “the Forest Manor area.” The
¢hange in the racial composition through-
out the area is reflected in the changes
in the racial composition of gseveral of the
clementary schools which serve the area,
which changes are shown in the table be-

low :
Negro Students

Negro Students
(Percent of

(Percent of
Total)

Total)

S;:w in 1960-61 in 1970-71
1 0.16 91.4
11 0.0 325
51 5.09 78.7
53 0.21 32.6
60 44,55 99.6
66 0.44 86.1
69 31.31 98.5
71 2.92 926
73 13.73 69.6
76 5361 95.0
g3 (not open) 41.7
99 0.0 29.3
110 (not open’ 98.4

(2) An area bounded on the north by
63rd Street (Broad Ripple Avenue), on
the east by the tracks of the Monon Rail-
road, on the south by 38th Street, and
on the west by the Indianapolis Water
Company canal, where similar changes
are shown in the table below :

Negro Students Negro Students

(Percent of (Percent of
Schoo! Total) Total)

No in 196061 in1970-71
55 0.0 85
66 0 44 86.1
70 0.0 28.1
84 0.0 22
86 12.36 53.5

(3) Scattered areas, in each of which
the population shift is reflected by a sim-
ilar sharp change in the racial compo-
sition of elementary school population,
Which changes are shown in the table be-

low: -

Negro Students Negro Students

(Percent of (Percent of
Total) Totall
Schooi No in 1960-61 in1970-71
27 45 20 873
38 38.63 91.90
45 28.19 98.00
75 24.82 77.50

At the beginning of the 1970-71 school
Year, the number of students enrolled in
the elementary schools was 79,587, ex-

iz Supp —43

cluding students enrolled in the special
education schools. During the 1970-71
school year, that total enroliment was re-
duced to 77.658; the difference of 1,929
between the October and June enroll-
ment totals is the net result of a depar-
ture of 2,122 white students from the ele-
mentary schools and an inflow of 193
Negro students to the elementary schools.
Of the 110 elementary schools, 13 showed
gains, and 81 showed losses, in the num-
ber of white students enrolled during the

1870-71 school year.

B. Low-Rent Housing Projects

Low-rent housing projects within the
School City have significantly affected
the racial composition of the schools. A
project typical of this kind is constructed
at the periphery of an established Negro
residential area and, for that reason
among others, attracts a Negro occu-
pancy, which is eventually reflected in
the racial composition of the schoo!l that
serves the area in which the project is
situated.

Such an effect is to be seen in several
elementary schools, including: School
67, in which Negroes constituted 45 of
the student body in 1968-69 and 30.9¢;
in 1970-71, owing to the opening of
Eagle Creek Village at Tibbs Avenue and
Cossell Road: School 112, in which Ne-
groes constituted 13.7<¢ of the student
body in 1968-69 and 42.9¢ in 1970-71,
owing to the opening of Raymond Villa,
at Raymond Avenue and Perkins Street:
School 71, in which Negroes constituted
10.8¢¢ of the student body in 1965-66
and 92.6% in 1970-71, owing to the open-
ing of Hawthorne Place at 32nd Street
and Emerson Avenue; and School 99, in
which there were no Negro students in
1968-69 and in which Negroes constitut-
ed 33.95; of the student body at the end
of the 1970-71 school year, owing to the
opening of Beechwood Gardens at 30th
Street and Graham Avenue.

Housing projects of the kind just de-
scribed not only have racial conseguences
for the schools; each of them tends to
represent, as well, a demand for a sig-
nificant amount of school space. Eagle

S e et
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Creek Village, Raymond Villa, and Beech-
wood Gardens necessitated additions to
Schools 67, 112, and 99, respectively, each
of which cost about $1,300,000. Salem
Village, at 30th Street and Baltimore
Avenue, necessitated the construction of
a complete school (School 110), which
has served a virtually all-black student
body since it was opened in 1966.8

C. Noncooperation of Local Officials

Some of the reasons why no new site
for Attucks has been acquired are di-
rectly attributable to action or inaction
on the part of certain agencies of the
civil government of the City of Indian-
apolis. One possible site is a 54 acre,
undeveloped tract at the southwest cor-
ner of the intersection of 38th Street
and White River. Although a part of
the land is low, there is more than ade-
quate high ground for buildings, and the
low ground is protected by a levee. This
tract is owned by the City of Indianapo-
lis, which could presumably make it
available to the School City free under
Indiana law,®? or in any event make the
transfer for a nominal price 83 How-
ever, the City has declined to consider
parting with the 54 acres, on the ground
that it is needed for use as a nursery for
the Department of Parks and Recreation.
The City's sense of priorities strikes the

Court as curious.®
Another likely site for the new At-

tucks was determined to be a tract at
30th Street and Guion Road, and the
Board acquired an option to purchase the
tract. It then filed an application to

81. The plaintiff United States of America,
which of course sponsors federally sup-
ported lousing projects, lias suggested a
finding thiat the locations of six of the ten
projects opened in the School City =ipce
1965 Lave tepded to promote integration in
those instances. There ia insufficient evi-
dence to support such a finding.

82. Sce Acts 1957. Ch. 229, p. 301. as

amended : Burns Ind.Stat.Ann. §§ 5303,
53—04. 1.C.1971. 5-18-1-1, 5-15-1-2.

83. The Court estimates that the cost of o
school site in an appropriate location, if
purchased on the open market, would run
from at least $12,500 to $17.500 per acre.
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have the land rezoned for school use, only
to have its application denied by The
Metropolitan Development Commission
of Marion County, which asserts the
right to control the use of all land in the
county, including that proposed to be

dedicated for public purposes.

D. Legislative Action Since 1949

As noted briefly above, the State’s
long time policy of de jure segregation
obstensibly ended in 1949 with the pas-
sage of Chapter 186 of the Acts of that
year.8 The new policy of the State, as
set out in the first section of the Act
was stated to be as follows:

“Tt is hereby declared to be the public

policy of the State of Indiana to pro-

vide, furnish, and make available equal,
nonsegregated, nondiscriminatory edu-
cational opportunities and facilities for
all regardless of race, creed, national
origin, color or sex; to provide and
furnish public schools and common
schools equally open to all and pro-
hibited and denied to none because of
race, creed, color, or national origin;
to reaffirm the principles of our Bill
of Rights, Civil Rights and our Con-
stitution and to provide for the State
of Indiana and its citizens a uniform
democratic system of common and pub-
lic school education; and to abolish,
eliminate and prohibit segregated and
separate schools or school districts on
the basis of race, creed or color; and
to eliminate and prohibit segregation,
separation and discrimination on the
basis of race, color or creed in the pub-

84. In addition to the fact that use of the
White River tract as a nursery does not
appear to be its highest Tl best use, it is
also instructive to note that the Depart-
ment has avnilable for nursery purposcs
various parts of the 2,650t acre non-reser-
voir portion of its virtually uvndeveloped
Eagle Creek Park. Note also that ap-
proximately half of the 54 nacres would
meet State per-pupil minimuom land re-
quircments {Footnote GO, supra), leaving

the balapec available for planting to trees

and shrubs.
85. Note 50, supra.
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lic kindergartens., common schools,

public schools, colleges and universities

of the state.”
Note that the State completely anticipat-
ed and completely adopted the holding in
Brown I by a full five years. Because of
Brown I, moreover, it is impossible for
the State legally to change its professed
policy, because that policy has now as-
sumed the stature of a Constitutional im-
perative, far above the power of the
State to detract therefrom. With these
principles in mind, the Court examines
cortain post-1949 legislation enacted by

the General Assembly.

Historically, it was well established by
the common law of the State that when-
ever an incorporated city or town ex-
panded its corporate limits, the school
city or town succeeded to the powers and
duties of the township trustee with re-
spect to the administration of the public
schools. In other words, the boundaries
of a school city and of a civil city were
coterminous.®® This rule was recog-
nized in a 1931 Act, pertaining to the de-
fendant School Board, as follows: *“In
cach civil city of this State having * *
more than three hundred thousand [300,-
000] inhabitants there shall be a common
school corporation hereinafter called the

‘school city’ whose duties and powers
shall be coextensive with the corporate
boundaries of such civil city. * * *"87
When such Act was amended in 1955 in
order to increase the size of the Board,
among other things, such provision re-

mained unchanged.%®

However, in 1961 the General Assem-
bly crippled this policy by an Act which

86. Roarl of School Com'rs v. Center Tw .,
1596, 143 Ind. 391, 42 N.E. 80S: School
Twp. of Allen v. School Town of Macy,
ISNT, 109 Ind. 559, 10 N.E. 575 School
Town of leesburgh v. Plain Schuol Twu.,
INTT. N6 Ind. 552 Ntate ex rel. Mt Car-
mel Nchool Corp. v. Shields, 1877, 56 Ind.
321: Carson v. State. to Use of Town of

IHanover, 1867, 27 Ind. 465.

87. Acts 1931, Cl. 94. § 1, p. 201: Burns
IndNtir. Ann. § 29-2301 (104% Repl.),

LC.1971, 20-3-11-1.

Provided that, with respect only to Mar-
.on.Count_v. the extension of the boun-
d'arles of a civil city by a civil annexa-
tlon‘would work only a prima facie ex-
tension of the boundaries of the school
cfty. and render such school city exten-
sion subject to a separate remonstrance
by the losing school corporation.®® Thus
for the first time, it became possiblt;
for the School City of Indianapolis, alone
among the major school cities of the
State, to have jurisdiction over a lesser
territorial area than the corresponding
civil city.

Even more grave in import are Chap-
ters 52 and 173 of the Acts of the 1969
General Assembly. Section 3 of Chapter
52 amended Chapter 186 of the Acts of
1961 to abolish the concept that the
school and civil cities in counties hay-
ing a city of the first class ® would have
coterminous boundaries, and limited the
School City of Indianapolis to enlarging
its territory by one of the two methods
authorized in the 1961 Act in addition to
automatic prima facie extension on en-
largement of the civil city: (1) by agree-
ment with the school corporation losing
territory, or (2) by unilateral annexa-
tion by the School City of all or part of
the territory of another school corpora-
tion®* Both procedures_are guhject to
remonstrance.  Further, said Section re- |
‘pearEad Sertton 9 of Chapter 186 of the !
Acts of 1961 as to all enlargements of
the School City claimed to have been
made pursuant to civil city annexations
and not yet finally effective. I. e, in
cases where remonstrances and/or court
actions were pending against School City
annexations pursuant to Section 9 of the

88. Acts 1835, Ch. 123. § 1, p. 291; Burns
Ind.Stat.Ann. § 28-2301 (196R Cum.
Supp.).

B89. Acts 1961, Ch. 18C, §§ 1. 9, 10;: Burns
Ind.Stat.Ann. §§ 28-233S, 28-2346G. 28-

2347 (1968 Cum.Supp.), 1.C.1971, 20-3-
14-1. 20-3-14-10.

90. Indianapolis is the only city of the first
class in Indinna.

9{. Acts 1969, Ch. 52. § 3. p. 57; DBurns
Ind.Stat.Ann. § 28-234Ga (1970 Cum.

Supp.). 1.C.1871, 20-3-14-0.
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1961 Act, the annexations were simply

canceled by legisiative fiat.
is formally titled the

uConsolidated First Class Cities and
Counties Act,” and is hereafter referred
to by its more familiar name, “Uni-Gov.”
This Act purports, in general, to consoli-
date the civil governments of the former
City of Indianapolis and of Marion Coun-
ty into a unified, metropolitan, city gov-
ernment, with certain exceptions,®
which expanded or consolidated city con-
s to be known as the City of Indian-

Chapter 173 %%

tinue
apolis.
The Uni-Gov Act provides expressly

that “any school corporation, all or a
part of the territory of which is in the
consolidated city or county' shall not be
affected by the Act.® Thus Uni-Gov
leaves the defendant School City exact-
Iy where it found it: confined to an area
in the central part of the consolidated
City of Indianapolis, where it is sur-
rounded by eight township school sys-
tems operating independently within the
purportedly unified City, and by two ad-
ditional independent school corporations
operated by Beech Grove and Speedway
City (hereinafter, in the aggregate, “‘out-
side school corporations”). For the
1969-70 school year these outside school
corporations together had 73,205 stu-
dents enrolled, of whom 2629 were Ne-
gro, and together emploved 3,037 teach-
ers, of whom 15, or 0.49%, were Negro.
The outside school’ corporations com-
pete effectively with the School Board
for teachers. Since the filing of this ac-
tion, some white teachers employed by
the Board and requested to transfer to
integrated schools have declined transfer
and found havens in the outside schools.
The outside schools have likewise con-
tributed to the exodus of white students

92. Acts 1909, Ch. 172. p. 357: Burns Ind.
Stat.Ann. §§ 49-0101-48-9307 (1970 Cum.

Supp.). 1.C.1971, 18—4-1-1 to 15—+4-54.

93, The citiex of Beech Grove and T.awrence
(“excluded cities) and the incorporate!]
town of Speedway City (“‘excludwd town™)
are prrmitted to carry on as separate
municipal corporations within the territory
of the consolidated city, but the voters of

332 FEDERAL SUPPLEMENT

from the School City by accepting them
for transfer, on payment of tuition.
Considering the history of segregation
of the Negro in Indiana and in Indian-
apolis, the racial complexion of the out-
side school corporations and of the ad-
joining counties in the Indianapolis Met-
ropolitan Area, the ongoing flight to the
suburbs by the white population of the
School City, and the various other fac-
tors above set out, the effect of the 1961
and 1969 Acts of the General Assembly
referred to in this section may well have
been to retard desegregation and to pro-
mote segregation. In other words, un-
der previous Indiana law, which still ap-
plies to all cities except Indianapolis, civ-
il anrexation would automatically carry
school annexation with it, and the chanc-
es of successful remonstrance against
logical annexation by an expanding mu-
nicipality, carrying with it the usual mu-
nicipal services, would be virtually nil.
Under the present law, if valid, the
ability of the Board to expand its juris-
diction coterminous with the consolidat-
ed city, or for that matter to expand it
at all, is likewise virtually nil, as a prac-

tical matter.

E. The Tipping Factor

The undisputed evidence in this case,
agreed to by plaintiff’s expert from the
Office of Education, is that when the
percentage of Negro pupils in a given
school approaches 40, more or less, the
white exodus becomes accelerated and ir-
reversible. Therefore, resegregation
rapidly occurs, and the entire central
core of the involved city develops into a
virtually all-Negro city within a city
when, as in Indianapolis, the Negro resi-
dential area is largely confined to a por-
tion of the central city in the first place.

these communities are entitled to vote for
candidates for the offices of miavor anl
city-county councilman of the copsolidated
city, as well as for the corresponding of-
ficials of their respective excluded city or

town.

94. Acts 1969, Ch.
Burns Ind.Stat.Ann. § 48-0210

Cum.Supp.), I.C.1871, 18-4-3-14.

173. § 314. p. 357:
(1970



- g——

OARD OF SCH. COM RS, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

677

UNITED STATES v. B
Cite as 332 F.Supp €33 (1971)

pDuring the trial, this Court.repeétgdly
auempted to cause the plaintiff L_mtgd
States of America to produce statistics
from HEW showing comparative racial

statistics for the schoo! systems of the
ol cities of the nation before

l]arger scho :
and after active desegregation efforts
were commenced. The Court was ad-

statistics were avail-

vised that no such :
able, incomprehensib!e as that might

seemn considering that such Department
is the Federal agency directly concerned
with the problem.

according to HEW's news
release of June 18, 1971, in evidence, the
percentage of Negro students in certain

public school systems as of fall, 1970

was as follows (in order according to
New York 34.5;

However,

total pupils in system):

Chicage 54.8: Detroit 63.8; Philadel-

phia 60.5: Houston 35.6; Baltimore
Cleveland 57.6;

City, Maryland 6.1 ; :
Washington, D. C. 94.6; Memphis 51.5;

St. Louis 65.6; Orleans Parish (New
Louisiana 69.5; Atlanta 68.7:

Orleans),

Birmingham  54.6; Caddo  Parish

(Shreveport), Louisiana 49.0; Louisville
Gary

48.3: Richmond, Virginia 64.2;
64.7: and Compton, California 82.0. In
some of these cities an additional sizable
percentage of the student population be-
longs to another minority group which
historically has been, and still is subject
to racial discrimination: those with
Spanish surnames, presumably of Mexi-
can or Puerto Rican descent. When
these percentages are added, the total
minority race percentage of pupils In
such cities is as follows: New York 60.2;
Chicago 64.6; Houston 50.0; and Comp-
ton, California 94.4. All of these school
cities, as well as others which could be
named,?s appear to be completely beyond
hope of meaningful desegregation, ab-
sent some dramatic change in their boun-
daries. In the absence of HEW statis-
tics to the contrary, the Court infers
that desegregation efforts have had
much to do with the current figures as

above quoted.

95. Strangely. the HEW
ity percentage is known to be at least 70.

release failed to list Newark, New Jersey, where th

The brutal truth as to what may hap-
pen when a court and a school board un-
dertake in good faith to apply across-
the-board desegregation in situations
when racial balances reach the tipping
point is well illustrated in the rather
poignant opinion of the United States
District Court for the Northern District
of Georgia, Atlanta Division, Calhoun et
al. v. Cook et al.,, 332 F.Supp. 804, handed
down on July 28, 1971. Pointing out
that Atlanta in 1961-62 was one of the
first major southern cities officially
abandoning the dual school system, it not-
ed that in the ten year interim the bal-
ance has shifted from 709 -30% white
to 705:-30%: Negro, and that the re-
maining 309% whites were themselves
confined to two areas. The court de-
clined to order further enforced mea-

sures, as being futile.

VIII. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. This Court has jurisdiction of the
parties and the subject matter of this
action under Section 407 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000c-
6) and under 28 U.S.C. § 1345.

[5] 2. Pursuant to the Fourteenth
Amendment and Title IV of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 this Court has juris-
diction to hear and to decide all issues
concerning alleged racial discrimination
in public education in the Indianapolis
School System, including the defendant
Board's policies with respect to assign-
ment and transfer of students, the allo-
cation of faculty and staff, the location
and construction of schools, the trans-
portation of students, and the general
educational structure and process. Unit-
ed States v. School District 151, N.D.
111, 1968, 286 F.Supp. 786, aff'd 7 Cir.,

1968, 404 F.2d 1125.

{6] 3. The Court having found for
the plaintiff that the defendant School
Board was on May 17, 1954, May 31,
1968, and as of the date of trial operating

e combined minor-

.
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a segregated school system wherein seg-
regation was imposed and enforced by
operation of law, the law is with the
plaintiff. Therefore, the Board is
wclearly charged with the affirmative
duty to take whatever steps might be
necessary to convert to a unitary system
in which racial discrimination (will) be
eliminated root and branch.” Brown v.
Board of Education (Brown II), 349 U.S.
294, 75 S.Ct. 753, 99 L.Ed. 1083; Green
v. County School Board, 1968, 391 U.S.
430, 88 S.Ct. 1689, 20 L.Ed.2d 716.

[7] 4. All provisions of federal,
state or local law requiring or permitting
racial discrimination in public education
must yield to the principle that such dis-
crimination is unconstitutional; revi-
sions of local laws and regulations and
revision of school districts may be nec-
essary to solve the problem. Brown II.

[8,9] 5. This Court has continuing

jurisdiction to make and enforce such
decrees in equity as are necessary to
accomplish the above mentioned objec-
tive. Once a right and a violation have
been shown, the scope of a district
court’s equitable powers to remedy past
wrongs is broad, for breadth and flex-
ibility are inherent in equitable reme-
dies. Swann V. Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Bd. of Ed. (“Swann’”), 402 U.S. 1, 91 S.
Ct. 1267, 28 L.Ed.2d 554.

IX. FURTHER PARTIES AND
PROCEEDINGS

As noted herein, the percentage of
Negro elementary pupils within the
School City had reached 37.4 as of the
past school year, and was slowly rising.
Fortunately, the change has not yet be-
come a rout, and the Court recognizes
that a substantial part of the increase
during the past fifteen years has been
caused by inmigration from the South-
ern States, which has virtually ceased.

The Court is further of the opinion that

96. The plight of the Negro citizen, still
striving for equality 352 years after
Jamestown, recalls the familinr words of
the Red Queen to Alice: “Now here, you
see, it takes all the rupniog you can do,

the white citiz i :

lgs; likely thailni::s:h; c:er:\:iur:‘ nt;}f' :;e

cities listed in part VII hereof to su::

curr?b to the enslavement of unreasoning

racial fears, and recognizes that there

are many good reasons for moving to the

su!:urbs which have nothing to do with

this case.
Nevertheless, it is obvious that some-

thing more than a routine, computerized

approach to the problem of desegrega-

tfon'is required of this Court, lest the

tipping point be reached and passed be-

yond retrieve.® This is particularly true

in the light of the dictum in Swann to

the effect that ‘‘neither school authori-

ties mor district courts are constitution-

ally required to make year-by-year ad-

justments of the racial composition of

student bodies once the affirmative duty

to desegregate has been accomplished

and racial discrimination through offi-

cial action is eliminated from the sys-

tem.” Put another way, the easy way

out for this Court and for the Board

would be to order a massive “fruit bas-
ket scrambling of students within the
School City during the coming school
year, to achieve exact racial balancing,
and then to go on to other things. The
power to do so is undoubted. There is
just one thing wrong with this simplistic
solution: in the long haul, it won't work.
 With due regard for the opinions of
the many other courts which have grap-
pled with the problems here involved, and
with full knowledge of the countless
hours of research, heartache, and soul
searching which have doubtless goné
into them, this Court is compelled to sa¥
that the common characteristic of most
of them is tunnel vision. In interpreting
the mandate of Green *‘to come forward
with a plan that promises realistically to
work, and promises realistically to work
now" they have tended to stress the
same word stressed by the Supremeé
Court, and in doing so have focused ex-

1f you want
ust run at
L. Carroll.

to keep in the same place.
to get somewhere else, you m
Jeast twice as fast os that!”
Through the Looking-Glass.
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UNIT
the school board defendant.

If the school system inrol_ved is al}readly
at or near the tipping point, nothing 1s
accomplished save the gnfortunate re-
sults noted above In various of our ma-
As to the Green command,
refers to stress its major

listically to work.

clusively on

jor cities.
this Court Ppre
thrust: promises rea-
(This Court’s emphasis.)
Realistically, it is clear that the tip-

ping po:’nt/resegregation problem woul'd
pale into insignificance if the _Boards
jurisdiction were coterminous with th@t
of Uni-Gov. It would be minimized still
further if extended to Lawrence, Beech
Grove and Speedway City, and to certain
parts of the adjoining counties practical-
Iv indistinguishable from the City of
Indianapolis, such as the Carmel area of
Hamilton County and the Greenwood
area of Johnson County. Certain legal
questions immediately spring to mind
which cannot, or at least should not be
answered without the joinder of addi-

tional parties to this action.

Some of these questions are as fol-
lows:

1. Are Chapter 186 of the Acts of
1961, Chapter 52 of the Acts of 1969, and

Chapter 173 of the Acts of 1969, or any

of them, unconstitutional as tending to

cause segregation or to inhibit desegre-
gation of the Indianapolis School Sys-
tem?

2. If the answer to Question 1 is in
the affirmative, did passage of the Uni-
Gov Act automatically extend the boun-
daries of the School City coterminous
with the boundaries of the Civil City, as
provided generally by Indiana law?

3. If both of the foregoing questions
are answered in the affirmative, are
Lawrence, Beech Grove, and Speedway
City presently under the jurisdiction of
the defendant Board, or does Uni-Gov

97. Tle Ntate hax the undoubted power to
aholixh, consolidate, elinninate, or create
orew goyvernmentnl corporations.  Woerner
v. City of Indianapolix, 1961, 242 Ind. 253

177 N5 24,

98 Is there, for exnmple. an nnnlngy be-
taeen the power of the Court in desegre-

ED STATES v. BOARD OF SCE. COM'RS, INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 679
Cite a5 332 F.Supp. 635 (1971)

merely have the effect of annexing the
eight township school corporations?

[10,11] 4. Regardless of the an-
swer to the first three questions, should
the General Assembly, by appropriate
legislation, provide for the creation of a
metropolitan school district embracing
all of Marion County, together with all
or some substantial part of the other
counties going to comprise the Indian-
apolis Metropolitan Statistical Area, in
order to purge the State of its role in
contributing to de jure segregation in
the Indianapolis School System ?%¢

5. If the answer to Question 4 is in
the affirmative, and the General Assem-
bly fails to act within a reasonable time,
or in a reasonable way, does this Court
have the power to create such a metro-
politan school district by judicial de-
cree 798

Other questions likewise require an

answer:

6. Does the Metropolitan Develop-
ment Commission of Marion County have
the power to deny the School Board its
choice of sites for Crispus Attucks or
other new schools? Put another way,
does this Court have the power to over-
ride such Commission if it finds that its
rulings interfere with desegregation?

7. Does this Court have the power to
override rulings of the said Development
Commission or of any other involved
agencies with regard to the location of
low-rent housing projects, if it finds that
the locations of such projects interfere
with desegregation, or tend to cause re-
segregation?

The plaintiff is ordered to proceed
forthwith to prepare and file appropriate
pleadings to secure the joinder herein as
parties defendant of the necessary mu-
nicipal corporations and school corpora-
tions which would have an interest in

gation cases. and the power of the Court
in cuses involving legislative or congres-
sional redistricting, both of which arise
out of the equa) protection ciuusc of the
Fourteenth Amendment? cf. Daker v.
Carr. 369 U.5. 186, 82 5.Ct. 601, 7 L.Fd.
2] 663: Reynolds v. Sims. 377 U.S.
533, 84 S.Ct. 1362, 12 L.Ed.2d 506.
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questions 1-5, inclusive. and to seek such
relief as to the plaintiff seems justified.
The defendant is ordered to proceed sim-
ilarly as to those agencies which would
appear to have an interest in questions
6 and 7, joining them as third party
defendants. Because of the interest of
the State of Indiana in the constitution-
ality of its laws, its Attorney General
should also be served by the plaintiff.

Nothing herein should be construed as
limiting the parties to consideration of
the seven questions above suggested.
Other questions may well occur to them
which would involve additional parties,
and if so they should feel free to proceed
accordingly and to seek whatever relief
seems appropriate.

Further, it may be that the opinions
herein expressed, the questions herein
propounded, and the orders herein made
will cause individuals or bodies politic to
desire to intervene herein. Petitions for
intervention will be given careful con-

l'r:::d? achieve full desegregation wijj
' PTIOr to or with the )
schools in September 1971 ’;fte'm(r":' -
' : is

:’:r::jer notes that the evidence nddtj):erdt
il e:_cluge shows that, in faculty and
£ eass{znment heretofore effecied

ese' reassignments have tended tg re:
auldt in more'experienced Negro faculty
and staff being transferred and/or as-
signed to. schools attended predominant-
ly by white students and more inexperi-
enced white faculty and staff being
transferred and/or assigned to schools
attended predominantly by Negro stu-
dents. Defendants should, accordingly,
_redress or tend to redress this situation
in making whatever assignments or re-
assignments that are necessary to com-
ply with this order.

(2) Immediately continue with their
plans to desegregate and relocate Cris-
pus Attucks High School.

(3) Immediately amend the *“major-
ity-to-minority” transfer policy to con-
form to the requirements enunciated by
the Supreme Court in Swann, so that

FE
-3 F, sideration.
P <
: L X. ORDER OF THE COURT such tran.]sfgrls nrefnot to be dependent
. . . ) upon availability of space in the receiv-
| g
Son P"1r_1ally, what is to be done pending jng school and so that transportation
Ko — decision of the questxon§ abqve set out.? will be provided, upon request, to stu-
The order of the Court in this regard is  gents making such transfers. Provided
however, that the Board may request

as follows:
It is hereby ordered that the defend-

ants, their successors in office, officers,

authority to designate the transferee
school or schools in the event that ex-
treme diffusion of requests presents
practical problems of transportation, or

—

agents, employees and all those in active
concert or participation with them, are
permanently enjoined from discriminat-
ing on the basis of race in the operation
of the Indianapolis School System.

It is further ordered that the defend-
ants take, at a minimum, the following
specified actions to fulfill their affirma-
tive duty to achieve a nondiscriminatory

school system:
? (1) Immediately take steps to assign
faculty and staff so that no school is
racially identifiable from the racial com-
position of its faculty or staff. Man-

datory assignments or reassignments_are
to be made if necessary, and the assign-

in the event that extreme concentrati.on
of requests threatens the racial stabil}t}'
of a given school, 1. e, the tipping point

factor.
(4) Immediately gi

licity to students and p
who may be eligible fo
(3), regarding the new policy.
(5) Immediately attempt to negotiaté
with the outside school corporations for
possible transfer of minority race stu-
dents to such outside schools_, m.ch.xdmgl
high schools, for the coming schoo

year.®®

ve all possible pub-
arents of students
¢ transfer under

ble many portable cl.".laa
) a little imagination.

Board has availa
if necessary.

rooms and could, witl

If the outside school corporations have
#lend-lease”’ teachers,

the capacity to accept trapsfer of wlite
students, they have the capacity to accept
Further, the

minority race students.

99.



will
r of
wart
ced
and
.ed,
re-
Ity
as-
nt-

. : FRESTON v. Bra¢
X Cite as 330 F.8upp. 88
(6) Immediately Tresurvey the prop. ast, 681

able racial make-up of aN schools for the
1971-72 school year, and take appropri-
ate action to prevent schools, including
high schools. now having 4 reasonable
white-black ratio from reaching the tip-
ving point.  Transportation of students
into or out of such schools sha]l be re-
~orted to as required. 100

(7) Immediately cease and degjst from
woing forward with construction of the
Forest Manor School until the Court
hears further evidence on this subject,

It is recognized that the orders thus
far made will not result in significant
lescgregation of majority-black s¢hools
immediately, unless the voluntary trans.
fur and outside school corporation trans-
fer policies are unusually successfy]. It
is also recognized that mandatory trans-
fers to maintain stability pursuant to
subparagraph (6) may largely involve
Negro students, as is certain with regard
ta transfers to the outside school corpo-
rations. Neither of these facts seems
“fair” in a theoretical Sense, and have
caused the Court a great deal of con-
tern.  However, there js g limit to what
tan be accomplished at one time, and
final plans eannot be made until answers
are found to the seven legal questions
Posed. Determination of such questions
will be expedited to the utmost degree
consistent with due process.

Meanwhile, the defendants are direct-
ed to file, on or befare September 3,
1971, the plans they propose for the
1971-72  school year pursuant to the
within order and on their own initiative,
With the usual copies to counsel and
amicus curiae, who shall have the right
lo object thereto and/or to make their
OWn suggestions within ten days there-
after.  Such plans shall include their
Current proposals regarding the site of

100 Thin Court regards the outery made in
Rome qunrerers agninst “bussing™ as ridicu-
lous. in this age of the nutomobile. Most
Studenrs in the outside school corporaticns
have been bussed for years, with never a

332 F Supp —43;

-
orest Maney M ddlepgih € Proposeg
It is finally consig :

that the defendant 1 Adjudgeq
Costs of thjs action d pay th,

Calvin Leroy PRESTON
and g
Mitchell, Petitionepy " Louls

vi
Stan BLACKLEDGE, W
arden of t
Pr!son. R&spondent. Central
Civ. A. No. 2781.

E D. North Caroljna. s
eigh Division,

Oct. 1, 1977,

A habess corpus Proceeding wasg
brought by state Prisoners who hag been
convicted for armed robbery. The Dis-
trict Court, Dalton, J., sitting by designa-
tion, held that where out-of-state wit.
nesses had appeareqd and testified for
the prisoners gs defendants in four pre-
vious trials, which had resulted in hung
juries, the refusal of the Court to use
the Uniform Act to Secure Attendance of
Witnesses from Without a State in
Criminal Proceedings to compel attend-
ance at a fifth trjal, and instead permit-
ting reading of their testimony from pri-
or trials deprived defendants of a fair
trial. The Court also held that where
four previous trials had resulted in mis-
trials by reason of jury disagreement,
trying defendants a fifth time was & vio-
lation of their protection against double

jeopardy.
Writ granted.

i ins i Stu-
vcomplaint against bussing per se.
dents required to be bussed could be re-
quired to walk to their forn?er nc:hool’n
for ease of pick-up anil speed in delivery.



